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TEENAGE ASYLUM SEEKERS — SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

9. Hon ALISON XAMON to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:  

I refer to the article on page 17 of today’s The West Australian titled ―School ban on asylum seeker kids‖, 

regarding the state government’s decision not to allow teenagers from the Leonora Alternative Place of 

Detention to attend classes at Leonora District High School.  

(1) How many teenagers of potential high school age who would otherwise be entitled to attend Leonora 

District High School are currently housed at the APOD? 

(2) Why has the decision been made to deny these children education at the school, given the positive 

effect this has had on local and asylum seeker students in the past? 

(3) Given the decision not to allow asylum seeker teenagers to attend the school, will the Premier urge the 

Department of Immigration and Citizenship to expedite their move into community detention? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) What other strategies will the state government employ to ensure that these children are able to attend 

school in the community as soon as possible? 

(6) When is it anticipated that all remaining school-age children at the APOD will have been moved into 

community detention?  

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The number of children held at the Leonora Alternative Place of Detention at any one time varies as the 

commonwealth transitions younger asylum seekers through the centre prior to release into community 

detention. As at 6 February 2012, the profile of children held at Leonora APOD was: two 14-year-olds; 

20 15-year-olds; 51 16-year-olds; 89 17-year-olds; 23 18-year-olds. That is a total of 185 children. 

School-age asylum seekers do not have an automatic entitlement to attend government schools; 

nevertheless, the government has done its utmost to assist the commonwealth and provide English 

language and schooling to these children.  

(2) No decision has been made to deny children education. The agreement entered into with the 

commonwealth government enabling school-age asylum seekers to attend Leonora District High School 

in 2010 and 2011 expired at the end of 2010. As a courtesy, this arrangement was extended to the end 

of the 2011 school year. This occurred during a time when changes to the commonwealth’s immigration 

policy saw the number of school-age asylum seekers held at Leonora decline considerably.  

This number, however, has recently increased considerably as the commonwealth is now using the 

Leonora facility for 14 to 17-year-old unaccompanied minors. 

In the absence of guaranteed or consistent student numbers for the 2012 school year, the teaching 

resources in Leonora were transferred to areas of greater need within the WA schooling system. 

(3)–(4) The Premier has previously expressed the view that holding children in detention is not satisfactory. 

(5) The commonwealth has again been requested to provide advice on potential student numbers and the 

type of education program required. 

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Department of Immigration and Citizenship 

have been asked to provide advice to the Department of the Premier and Cabinet as to the type of 

program that the commonwealth is requesting. 

(6) This is a matter for the commonwealth Minister for Immigration and Citizenship, as it is solely a matter 

of commonwealth responsibility. 

 


